45 ORGANIZATIONS SEND LETTER TO TÜRKİYE’S PRESIDENCY 
ON A POTENTIAL DRAFT TOBACCO BILL

Forty-five national and international organizations, including four from Türkiye, have submitted their demands concerning the preparation of new tobacco legislation to the Presidency. The organizations called for the draft bill to be made public, the 100% smoke-free principle to be preserved, and the tobacco industry to be excluded from the legislative process.
In April and September this year, reports in the print media and television broadcasts indicated that new tobacco legislation was being prepared and that the draft bill would soon be submitted to the Grand National Assembly of Türkiye.
Following a newspaper report published on 13 September 2026, 45 leading organizations with expertise in public health and tobacco control and a record of advocacy came together to draft a letter addressed to the government of the Republic of Türkiye.
The organizations called for the draft bill and its explanatory memorandum to be made public to invite feedback and support, for civil society and the public health community to be given an opportunity to contribute, and for the 100% smoke-free principle to be preserved.
The letter also called, in accordance with Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, to which Türkiye is a Party, for disclosure of the identities of all individuals, institutions, commercial actors and civil society organizations consulted during the preparation of the draft bill, publication of meeting minutes, and exclusion of the tobacco industry from the legislative process.
Four organizations from Türkiye joined and supported the call for signatures led by international organizations. The letter, signed by a total of 45 organizations, was submitted to the Presidency on 6 October 2026.
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